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IMPEOYED 

HYDROSTATIC    BEDS 

FOR  PLACING  ON  AN  OEDINARY  BEDSTEAD. 
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THE  WIDTH   OF  THE  BED    SHOULD   BE    STATED 
WHEN   ORDERED. 
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Cushion  for  general  purposes. 


Full-length  Invalid  Mattress,  or  Hydrostatic  Bed. 


Greatly  preferable  to  the  original  eostly  and  cumbersome  Water  Bed. 
The  above  are  simply  to  be  placed  on  an  ordinary  Bedstead. 

For,  Asthenic  Gangrene. 
Bedsores. 
Cancer. 


Cholera. 

Coldness  of  the  Bcdy. 

Consumptive  Cases,  , . , 

Diseased  Joints.     '  ' 

Dropsy. 

Fevers. 

Fractures,,  Simple  or  Com 

pound. 
Gout. 


For,  Gun-shot  Wounds. 
Hip  Complaints. 
Lassitude. 
Paralysis. 
Rheumatism. 
,  - .  ,  Spasmus. ;     ;  ;  ■ '  *  I ..  • 
' '  \  ';  Spinal ;AfFe(-tioh^.  :  ' ' 

'  Sloughing  Sores. 
;  ;  :  Typhus  Fevers. 

'  Ulcerated  Cartilages. 


.,  ^.^  .^nd  all  InvalidGi  -  .- 
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Extract  of  Eepoet  prom  the  Hon.  East  India  Company^ 

Bombay. 

East  India  House,  3rd  November. 
SiE, — Witli  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I  am 
desired  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Eeports  recently  received 
from  the  Government  of  Bombay  relating  to  your  Invalid  Mat- 
tresses and  Cushions,  and  to  state  that  a  copy  of  the  Reports  from 
Bengal  and  Madras,  when  received,  will  be  also  sent  to  you. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 


Mr.  William  Hooper. 

No.  1895  of  1854. 

From  the  Secretary  to  the  Medical  Board  to   the   Secretary  to 
Government  Military  Department. 

11th  August. 
SiE, — In  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  your  letter  (No.  2529) 
of  the  8th  instant,  with  accompaniments,  I  have  the  honour,  by 
direction  of  the  Medical  Board,  to  report  that  "Hooper's  Invalid 
Water  Beds,  or  Mattresses  and  Cushions"  alluded  to  in  the  Honour- 
able Court's  letter.  No.  39,  were  received  by  the  Medical  Store- 
keeper of  this  Presidency  in  January  last. 

From  the  opinions  expressed  hy  the  Medical  Oncers  (copies  of 
ivhose  reports  are  appended^)  who  had  found  opportunities  of  testing 
the  efficiency  of  JBLooper's  Hydrostatic  Beds  or  Mattresses,  Sfc, 
the  Medical  Board  ivere  satisfied  of  their  usefulness,  and  of  theie, 
SuPERiOEiTT  oyer  Arnott's  Water  Bed.  Tlicy  have  in  conse- 
quence decided  on  no  longer  making  requisitions  for  the  latter,  hut 
have  included  a  supply  of  "  Mr,  Hooper's  Water  Mattresses  and 
Cushions''  in  the  Indent  ahout  to  he  transmitted  to  the  Honourable 
Court. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.,  F.  Manisty, 

Bombay  Medical  Board  Office,  Assistant  Surgeon,  Sec.  Medical  Board, 

llth  of  August. 

No.  66, 

To  the  Superintending  Surgeon,  Bresidency  Division  and 
Indian  Army. 

Sir, — I  haTe  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  "yotir 
memorandum  (No.  849),  dated  the  13th  instant,  and  accompani- 

a2 


ments  from  the  Medical  Board,  calling  for  a  Report  on  "  Hooper's 
Water  Mattresses  and  Cushions." 

2.  In  reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  these  Water  Mattresses  and 
Cushions  have  been  used  in  a  variety  of  cases,  both  Medical  and 
Surgical,  and  with  great  advantage  and  comfort  to  the  patients. 

3.  The  Mattresses  I  consider  hetter  adapted  in  all  respects  for 
Hospital  purposes  than  Arnotfs  Hydrostatic  Beds  ;  they  are  much 
more  easily  filled  and  ready  for  use,  and  from  their  great  elasticity, 
they  onainiain  a  very  equahle  pressure  ;  they  are  also  less  liahle  to 
yet  out  of  repair.  They  are  of  three  sizes  ;  hut  I  think  it  ivould  he 
desirahle  to  procure  Mattresses  of  the  largest  size  only,  as  they 
answer  every  purpose. 

4.  The  Cushions  have  also  been  much  used,  and  with  great  benefit 
to  the  sick. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 
European  General  Hospital,  M.  Stoyell, 

Bombay,  ISth  July.  Surgeon  European  General  Hospital. 

James  Boyd, 
Superintending  Surgeon,  P.D.  and  I.N. 

To  the  Superintending  Surgeon,  Presidency  Division  and 
Indian  Navy. 

SiE, — With  reference  to  Medical  Board's  Circular  (No.  74),  com- 
municated in  yours  (No.  47),  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  I 
have  used  Hooper's  Water  Mattresses  and  Cushions  in  several 
cases,  and  that  I  have  found  them  ansvjer  very  satisfactorily. 

The  materials  of  which  these  Mattresses  and  Cushions  are  made 
appear  to  be  very  durable,  even  in  this  climate ;  none  of  those  which 
have  been  in  use  for  the  last  six  months  have  afforded  any  sign  of 
deterioration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Bombay,  July  llth.  A.  H.   Leith, 

James  Boyd,  Garrison  Surgeon. 

Superintending  Surgeon,  P.D.  and  I.N. 

To  the  Superintending  Surgeon,  Presidency  Division  and 
Indian  Navy. 

Sie, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
memorandum  (No.  849),  giving  cover  to  Medical  Board's  letter 
(No.  1707)  of  the  13th  July. 

2.  The  Water  Beds  and  Cushions  (Hooper's  Invalid)  therein 
referred  to  have  been  used  on  several  occasions  in  the  Hospital,  and 
with  much  benefit.  Dr.  Bahngall  has  favoured  me  with  the  following 
memorandum : — 


"  Having  used  Hooper's  Mattresses,  I  am  inclined  to  think  very 
highly  of  their  utility  in  cases  where  there  is  reason  to  apprehend 
the  formation  of  Bed  Sores.  They  appear  to  me  to  possess  great 
advantages  over  the  original  Hydrostatic  Beds.  They  are  more 
portable,  seem  to  be  quite  as  efficient  in  equalizing  the  pressure, 
and  where  there  is  incontinence  of  urine  or  faeces  can  be  much 
more  easily  kept  dry  and  clean." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.,        John  Peet, 
.Tamsetjee  Jejeebhoy  Hospital,  Assistant  Surgeon, 

17th  July.  Acting  Surgeon  J.  J.  Hospital. 

To  Jambs  Boyd, 
Superintending  Surgeon  P.  D.  and  I.  N. 

(True  Copies.)  F.  Manistt, 

Superintending  Surgeon, 

Secretary  Medical  Board. 

(True  Copies.)  T.  MArGHA]ff,  Lieut.  Col., 

Secretary  to  Government. 


Extract  of  Report  prom  the  Hon.   East  India  Company^ 

Calcutta. 

East  India  House,  16tli  November. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Court    of   Directors  of  the  East  India 
Company  is  desired  to  forward  to  Mr.  Hooper  the  accompanying 
Copy  of  a  Report  from  the  Medical  Board  at  Calcutta,  on  the 
Invalid  Water  Beds  and  Cushions  supplied  by  Mr.  Hooper. 

No.  670. 

JEVom  the  Medical  Board  to  the  Most  Noble  the  Marquis  or 
Dalhousie,  K.T.,  Governor- General  of  India  in  Council. 

8th  September. 
Mt  Lord, — We  have  the  honour,  in  reply  to  Colonel  Birch's 
letter  (No.  426)  of  the  12th  ultimo,  to  report  most  favourably  on 
the  supply  of  "  Hooper's  Water  Beds  and  Cushions." 

2.  The  results  both  at  the  General  and  at  the  Medical  College 
Hospitals  have  been  very  satisfactory,  as  will  appear  from  the 
Reports  sent  from  those  institutions,  copies  of  which  are  ap- 
pended. 

We  have,  &c., 

G.  G.  Spilsburt,     Physician-General. 
Charles  Rennt,      Surgeon-General. 
J.  B.  Clapperton,  Inspector-General. 
Fort  William  Medical  Board  Office, 
8th  September. 


6' 

Co^y  of  a  Letter  from  J.  E.  Bedpoed,  Esq.,  1^^^  Assistant- Surgeon 
General  Kospital,  to  J.  B.  Clappeetot^,  Esq.,  Inspector- 
General  of  Hospitals,  and  Officiating  Superintending  Surgeon. 
'Fresidency ,  No.  91. 

Sth  September. 
Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter  (ISTo.  143)  dated  the  22nd 
instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  the  General  Hospital  has 
been  in  possession  of  Hooper's  Water  Beds  and  Cushions  since  the 
8th  February,  1854. 

2.  The  former  and  the  latter  have  heen  i7i  frequent  use,  and  have 
been  found  invaluahle  in  Fever,  Paralysis,  Spinal  Affections,  (^'c:, 
and  in  cases  where  it  was.  desirable  to  avoid  pressure,  such  as  Fed 
Sores,  Lumhar  Abscesses,  Fractures,  Gun-shot  Wounds,  ^c. 

3.  They  have  now  passed  through  the  hot  season  without  their 
durability  being  impaired  in  the  slightest  degree,  theh  texture  being 
as  water- tigbt  and  clean  as  on  their  first  arrival. 

4.  It  would  be  very  desirable  that  the  Hospitals  should  be  fur- 
nished with  the  full-size  and  half-size  Beds,  together  with  the  proper 
number  of  Waterproof  Sheets  to  fit  them. 

I  have,  &c.,  J.  E.  Bedeoed, 

Isfc  Assistant- Surgeon,  General  Hosi^ital. 
J.  B.  Glapperton, 
Officiating  Superiending  Surgeon,  Presidency. 

Fostraot  of  a  Letter  from  Edwaed  Goodeye,  Esq.,  Officiating 
Secretary,  Medical  College,  to  J.  B.  Clappeeton,  Esq., 
Officiating  Superintending  Surgeon.  Fresidency,  No.  3324. 

Fort  "William,  7tli  September. 

Sir, — I  have  been  directed  by  the  Council  of  Medical  College  to 
forward  to  you  the  following  statement  regarding  the  usefulness  of 
Hooper's  Hydrostatic  Mattresses. 

1.  Hooper's  Water  Beds,  or  Mattresses  and  Cushions. 

The  Surgeons  of  the  Hospital  who  have  had  the  chief  opportuni- 
ties of  using  them,  report  most  favourably  of  their  value  for  Bed- 
ridden cases.  They  have  been  found  to  be  productive  of  the  greatest 
possible  ease  and  comfort  in  cases  of  Wounds,  Fractures,  Sjnnal 
Affiections,  <^'c.  For  instance, —  Ulcers  that  had  formed  previously  to 
their  use,  had  healed  after  the  patient  loas  supplied  with  one  of  them. 

With  regard  to  their  durability,  it  appears  that  some  of  the 
Beds  have  been  in  almost  constant  use  for  the  last  six  months, 
and  are  still  in  good  serviceable  condition,  not  leaky,  nor  is  there  any 
a^Dpearance  of  rottenness  of  the  material. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  of  their  value  as  articles  of  hos- 
pital equipment.  The  Physicians  of  the  Hospital,  as  well  as  the 
Surgeons,  report  equally  favourably  of  them. 


2.  Hooper's  Waterproof  Sheets  and  Waterproof  Blankets  for 
covering  the  Beds.  These  are  reported  as  being  also  very  useful  in 
protecting  the  beds,  and  keeping  them  clean  and  dry. 

I  have,  &c.,  E.  G-oodeve,  Officiating  Secretary. - 
(True  Cop3^  and  Extract.)         J.  Macphersojs", 

Surgeon,  Officiating  Secretary,  Medical  Board. 
(True  Copies.)  R.  J.  H.  Birch,  Colonel, 

Secretaiy  to  the  Grovemment  of  Indiarin-  the-  Military  Bepartment. 


Extract  of  Eepoet  PRf)af  th-e  Hon.  East  Ino^At  Go^ipany,. 

Madras. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, with  reference  to  the  Reports  from  Bombay  and"  Bengal, 
ibrv/arded  to  Mr.  Hooper  on  the  3rd  and  16th  of  November  last, 
now  transmits  the  Report  received  from  Madras,  dated  the  7th 
December,  on  his  Invalid  Water  Beds  and  Cushions. 

MiLITAET   LeTTEK   PROM   MADRAS, 

No.  172,  23rd  December, 
East  India  House, 

22nd  February. 

No.  322. 

From  the  Secretari/  of  the  Medical  Board  to  the  Chief  Secretary  to 

Government. 

Fort  St.  George,  7th  Dec. 
With  reference  to  extract  from  Minutes  of  Consultation,  Military 
Department  No.  2086,  of  date  29th  July  last,  conveying  a  com- 
munication from  the  Honourable  the  Com-t  of  Directors,  relative' 
to  "Hooper's  Invalid  Water  Beds,  Mattresses,  &c.,"  I  have  the 
honour,  under  instructions  from  the  Medical -Board,  to  acquaint 
you  for  the  information  of  Grovernment,  that  the  several  Articles^- 
Sheeting,Cushions, Mattresses, Beds — have  been  in  use  at  the  General 
Hospital  for  the  last  four  months.  The  Water  Beds  and  Cushions 
have  been  highlj^  appreciated  by  the  patients  ;  i\iQj  have  proved  of 
great  utility  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick  and  hed-ridden,  especially" 
in  protracted  cases  ;  and,  as  remarked  by  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the- 
General  Hospital,  their  use  has  expedited  recovery  in  many  instances .. 

2.  Appended  is  a  tabular  report  of  cases  in  which  these  Water 
Beds  and  Mattresses  have  been  used,  and  the  result,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  is  so  satisfactory,  that  they  are  induced  to  recommend 
that  every  JEurojpean  hospital  should  he  provided  tuith  them.  A 
certain  number  will  be  included  in  the  indent  now  under  prepara- 
tion, dated  1st  of  January  next. 

3.  It  has  been  found  that  the  articles  have  borne  the  climate 
perfectly. 
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MR    HOOPER'S  INVALID  WATER  OR  AIR  MATTRESSES, 
or  Improved  Hydrostatic  Beds, 

to  be  used  on  an  ordinary  bedstead,  the  widtb  of  which  should  be 
sent.  Free  from  smell,  of  a  light  colour,  and  affords  as  much  soft- 
ness to  the  body  as  when  afloat  upon  water. 

Any  temperature  may  be  used. — (See  Lancet,  Jan.  25,  1851). 

For,  Fractures,  Simple  or  Com- 
pound. 
Fevers. 
Dropsy. 

Diseased  Joints. 
Consumptive  Cases. 
Coldness  of  the  Body. 
Cholera. 
Cancer. 
Bedsores. 

Asthenic  Gangrene. 
And  ail  Invalids. 


For,  Ulcerated  Cartilages. 
Typhus  Fevers. 
Sloughing  Sores. 
Spinal  Affection. 
Spasms. 
Bheumatism. 
Paralysis. 
Lassitude. 

Inflammation  of  the  Bo  wels . 
Hip  Complaints. 
Gun-shot  Wounds. 
Gout. 


Guernsey,  28th  Feb.  1852. 
Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  replying  to  your  letter  of  the 
25th  ult.,  requesting  me  to  send  you  the  result  of  my  experience  of 
your  Water  Mattresses.  In  the  year  1850  I  procured  two  of  the 
largest  size,  one  for  the  use  of  the  hospital  of  this  town  of  which  I 
am  surgeon,  and  one  for  a  private  patient,  a  lady  afflicted  with 
chronic  rheumatism,  by  which  almost  every  joint  has  become, 
anchylosed.  In  the  hospital,  the  Mattress  has  been  much  used, 
and  has  stood  the  wear  and  tear  so  well,  that  it  really  looks  very 
nearly  as  good  as  new,  and  will  for  years,  I  believe,  continue  in 
use.     The  Mattress  I  procured  for  my  private  patient  has  been. 
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almost  constantly  in  use,  and  has  not  changed  in  the  least ;  indeed, 
with  care,  these  Mattresses,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  might  last  for 
twenty  years.  My  lady  patient  was  much  pleased  that  the  water 
did  not  require  to  be  changed.  She  may  thank  your  Mattress  for 
having  escaped  bed  sores — which  without  it  she  would  have  had 
long  since.  These  remarks  as  to  the  durability  of  the  Mattresses, 
apply  equally  to  the  two  Water  Cushions  I  had  from  you.  I  can- 
not perceive  any  change  whatever  in  them,  indeed,  I  cannot  too 
highly  recommend  the  use  of  jouv  Water  Mattresses.  In  all  cases 
of  prolonged  confinement  to  bed  they  are  invaluable  for  the  j?rd- 
vention  of  led  solves ^  or  to  give  them  a  chance  of  heahng  if  already 
formed,  and  for  many  reasons  are  much  preferable  to  Arnott's  bed. 
I  shall  always  be  happy  to  answer  any  queries  you  may  wish  to 
ask  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Lukis  Mansell,  M.D. 


LiVEEPOOL   NOETHEEN  HOSPITAL. 

The  undersigned  medical  officers  of  the  Liverpool  Northern 
Hospital,  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  Water  Pillows  and 
Mattresses  invented  by  Mr.  Hooper  of  Pall-mall  East,  London, 
have  been  used  in  this  institution  with  great  advantage ;  several  of 
the  Pillows  have  been  in  constant  wear  for  more  than  twelve 
months  and  are  still  in  good  condition,  no  leakage  having  occurred. 
In  those  cases  where  "bed  sores"  have  occurred  or  are  likely  to 
occur,  we  consider  their  use  invaluable. 

Height  STtrsBS,         fj 

W.  H.  Bainbeigge,  >  Surge9ns. 

Ellis  Jotois,  / 

W.  B.  Wall,      )  „         g/ 

J.D.Weayee, /^^^^^^^"§^^«^^- 
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E.  Dtindas.  M.D., 

March  1,  1852. 
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Autograph  Letter  from  the  late  Dr.  Pebeiba. 

a' 


SB.  BUCKNILL  ON  ASTHENIC  GAXGBENE. 

A  period  however  will  arrive  in  the  progress  of  the  disorder, 
when  even  the  pressure  of  a  soft  bed  can  no  longer  he  endured. 
The  skin  begins  to  put  on  a  dusky  red  or  livid  appearance,  and  to 
prevent  mortification  new  arrangements  become  imperative. 
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In  this  state  of  affairs  the  advantages  of  support  upon  water  are 
alone  capable  of  preventing  gangrene. 

The  principle  that  "  in  a  mass  of  fluid  submitted  to  compression 
the  whole  is  equally  affected,  and  equally  in  all  directions,"  was 
first  made  available  for  these  purposes  by  Mr.  Arnott  in  his  Hydro- 
static Bed.  This  admirable  invention  has  afforded  comfort  to 
thousands  ;  it  is  now,  however,  superseded  by  the  more  convenient 
Water  Cushion  invented  and  manufactured  by  Mr.  Hooper  of  Pall- 
mall  East. 

His  Water  Cushions  possess  great  advantages  over  the  original 
Water  Bed,  in  requiring  no  intermediate  mattress,  which  obviates, 
to  a  certain  extent,  the  benefits  of  the  fluid  support.  They  may 
be  applied  to  the  body  where  it  is  most  needed — an  arrangement 
advantageous,  by  promoting  ventilation  and  permitting  the  perspi- 
ration to  be  carried  off.  The  patient  also  lies  more  steadily  on 
them  than  on  the  original  Water  Bed,  from  the  water  having  less 
play. 

It  is  well,  in  order  to  preserve  cleanliness,  to  cover  them  with  a 
piece  of  Hooper's  Waterproof  Sheeting,  since  the  one  can  be 
cleansed,  and  hung  in  the  air  to  sweeten,  much  more  readily  than 
the  other. 

With  these  arrangements,  paralytic  and  other  patients  will  gene- 
rally descend  to  the  last  extreme  of  emaciation  and  feebleness, 
without  the  occurrence  of  asthenic  sloughing. — {From  the  Asylum 
Journal.) 


Hampstead,  March  1,1852. 
I  HAVE  not  the  least  hesitation  in  giving  the  results  of  my 
experience  in  favour  of  the  Water  Mattresses  and  Cushions  in- 
vented by  Mr.  Mooper.  In  private  practice  I  have  used  them : 
the  patients  have  derived  much  advantage  from  their  effects. 
There  appears  no  reason  to  doubt  their  durahility,  as  two  have 
been  in  use  at  the  Infirmary  of  the  Hampstead  Workhouse  since 
May  1850. 

The  more  they  can  be  made  use  of  among  the  sick  and  bed- 
ridden, the  more  will  suffering  humanity  be  relieved. 

Charles  F.  J.  Loed, 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
&C.  &c.  &c. 
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'    .  NoETH  Wales  AsTTLUM,  Denbigh, 

December  12th,  1854. 

SiE, — I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  send  me  one  of  your  full- 
sized  Water  Mattresses  as  soon  as  possible.  I  want  it  for  a  patient 
who  is  paralyzed  from  the  navel  down,  and  who  has  a  cancer 
extending  from  both  breasts  to  the  back.  I  laid  for  eighteen 
months  upon  one  of  your  admirable  Mattresses,  and  it  was  of  more 
comfort  to  me  than  I  can  possibly  express :  my  case  is  only  one 
amongst  very  many  in  which  your  Hydrostatic  Beds  and  Mattresses 
have  proved  blessings.  Let  it  be  sent  by  railway  to  Rhyl,  ad- 
dressed to 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  Llotd  Williams,  M.D., 
To  Mr.  Hooper,  Operative  Chemist,  Denbigh,  N.  Wales. 

7,  Pall  Mall  East. 

P.  S. — I  hope  our  army  in  the  East  is  amply  supplied  with  your 
Cushions  and  Mattresses.  No  ambulance  carriage  ought  to  be 
without  them.  I  can  conceive  no  appliance  so  calculated  to  take 
off  the  jarring  and  jolting  over  bad  roads  as  your  Elastic  Mattress. 
Every  officer  should  be  supplied  with  one  of  them.  They  are  so 
portable  and  light  that  many  a  poor  fellow  who  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  the  softest  bed  at  home  may  obtain  a  bed  which  no  down 
can  equal,  with  the  additional  recommendation  of  being  waterproof. 
Every  hospital  should,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  liberally  supplied 
with  appliances  which  can  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  poor 
fellows  who  have  so  nobly  shed  their  blood  for  their  Queen  and 
country. 

Extract  from  the  "  Lancet^'  16th  JDecemher,  1854. 

COMPOETS    TOE    THE    WOUI^DED     IN    THE    CeIMEA. 

Our  readers  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  Mr.  Hooper,  of  Pall  Mall 
East,  had  the  honour  of  receiving  an  order  on  Wednesday  to  sub- 
mit his  Water  Cushions  and  Mattresses  to  the  Queen  and  Prince 
Albert,  and  that  Her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  make  a  selection  of 
different  sizes,  to  be  sent  to  Miss  Nightingale  to  relieve  the  suffer- 
ings of  our  wounded  soldiers  who  have  so  nobly  shed  their  blood 
for  their  Queen  and  country.  These  excellent  appliances  have  been 
in  general  use  in  Her  Majesty's  Navy  Hospitals,  Infirmaries, 
Asylums,  and  Unions  for  some  time,  as  well  as  by  the  Honourable 
East  India  Company,  the  Emigrant  Ships,  &c. 

We  have  frequently  had  the  satisfaction  of  reporting  favourably 
of  their  usefulness  in  cases  of  Bed  Sores,  and  of  their  great  comfort 
to  suffering  humanity. 
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11,  Upper  Woburn  Place,  Tavistock  Square, 
Wednesday,   December  24th,  1854. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  the  India-rubber  Water-Bed  jcm 
so  kindly  sent  me,  I  hardly  know  how  sufficiently  to  express  oa 
behalf  of  myself  and  patients  the  great  comfort  and  benefit  derived 
from  its  use,  and  the  thankfulness  entertained  for  your  generous  act. 

Upon  both  patients  I  performed  the  Caesarian  operation,  in  one 
of  whom  the  emaciation,  softening  of  the  bones,  and  decrepitude 
was  so  extreme,  that,  notwithstanding  she  was  almost  constantly 
recumbent  for  many  weeks  on  your  bed,  not  the  slightest  bed-sore 
resulted, — the  most  severe  test  to  which  your  happy  invention  could 
be  possibly  subjected.  In  fact,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to 
imagine  any  appliance  more  admirably  calculated  to  fulfil  its  object-, 
especially  to  bed-ridden  invahds,  than  the  Water-Bed  you  have  ^o 
ingeniously  constructed.  Its  portability  and  extreme  cleanliness 
renders  it  far  preferable  to  the  cumbersome  water-bed  formerly  in 
use.  Once  more  accept  my  warmest  thanks  for  your  act  of  charity, 
and  for  the  valuable  and,  I  may  add,  indispensable  aid  rendered, 

Ever  faithfully  yours, 

To  Mr.  Hooper,  Operative  Chemist,  R.  Gree^THALGK. 

7,  PaU  Mall  East. 


O 
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JExtract  of  Me.    Cjesae,   Hawkinses    Clinical  Leciure  at   St,     S 

George's  Hospital,  puhlished  in  the  ^^ Lancet,"  j  ^  o 


ON  THE  USE  OF  MR.  HOOPER'S  WATER  PILLOWS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  ''Lancet."^ 
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Sir, — Mr.  Hooper  having  subjected  himself  to  considerable  esc*' 
pense,  in  the  year  1846,  in  endeavouring,  at  my  suggestion,  to  make- 
a  safe  and  durable  Water  Cushion  for  various  purposes,  I  feel  that--  ^ 
I  ought  not  to  refrain  from  stating  that  he  then  succeeded  to  my 
satisfaction  ;  that  since  that  time  I  have  used  it  with  great  benefit 
in  private,  and  have  had  several  in  use  at  St.  G-eorge's  Hospital,  for 
nearly  two  years,  by  permission  of  the  governors. 

Having  thus  done  only  justice  to  Mr.  Hooper's  zeal,  I  cannot 
perhaps  better  recommend  the  Water  Cushion  which  he  made  for 
me,  to  the  notice  of  the  profession,  than  by  repeating  the  substance 
of  some  remarks  which  I  made  to  the  students  of  St.  George's 
Hospital,  in  May  last,  in  part  of  a  clinical  lecture  on  the  case  of  a 
boy  with  disease  of  the  cervical  spine,  who  had  been  lying  on  one  of 
these  cushions  from  the  time  of  his  admission,  with  laj'ge  sloughing 
sores  on  the  sacrum  and  trochanter,  from  pressure  on  the  spinal 
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marrow.  I  remarked,  that  those  who  were  most  sensible  of  the 
great  advantage  and  comfort  of  Dr.  Neil  Arnott's  hydrostatic  bed, 
were  also  best  acquainted  with  the  circumstance  which  prevented  its 
employment  in  some  of  the  very  cases  in  which  it  was  most  required, 
independent  of  the  expense  of  frequent  renewal  of  the  India-rubber 
sheeting,  which  was  easily  injured  by  very  trivial  causes ;  that  in 
the  case  of  this  boy,  and  of  all  cases  of  disease  about  the  cervical 
region,  the  bed  was  contra-indicated,  because  the  least  pressure  on 
any  part  of  the  bed  was  liable  to  alter  the  position  of  the  body, 
while  the  head  remained  quiet  on  the  pillow,  or  vice  versa,  and  that 
every  movement  so  effected  made  the  diseased  cervical  region  the 
centre  of  motion,  although  the  vekt  part  in  which  best  was 
MOST  DESiEED ;  that  for  exactly  the  same  reason  the  water-bed 
could  not  be  used  in  fractures  of  the  thigh,  either  simple  or  com- 
pound ;  nor  even  fractures  of  the  leg,  unless  they  would  bear  being 
firmly  bound  up  ;  nor  in  many  of  the  more  painful  cases  of  ulcerated 
cartilages  of  the  hip  and  knee,  although  in  so  many  of  these  cases, 
weak  and  exhausted,  nervous  and  fat  people  were  very  liable  to  bed- 
sores from  lying  in  one  posture.  I  said,  also,  that  very  stout  people 
could  seldom  employ  the  water-bed,  from  their  not  retaining  the 
level  posture;  and  that  rheumatic  persons  also  frequently  found 
they  could  not  lie  on  it,  without  a  return  of  their  complaint,  from 
the  dampness  and  coldness  they  often  experienced.  I  said  that,  on 
these  accounts,  I  had  long  wished  for  some  better  substitute  for  the 
water-bed  than  the  soft  cushions  of  wool  and  hair,  covered  with  silk, 
and  the  air-pillows,  of  various  forms,  the  hardness  of  the  compressed 
air  in  the  latter,  and  the  necessity  of  frequent  adjustment  with  any 
of  them,  frequently  leading  to  the  very  evil  they  were  designed  to 
obviate;  that  I  had  often  tried  common  Mackintosh  pillows  of 
different  shapes  filled  with  water  instead  of  air,  but  that  the  pressure 
of  the  trunk  of  the  body,  assisted  by  the  effect  of  warmth,  made  it 
impossible  to  use  them  without  their  soon  leaking  a  little,  with  con- 
stant fear  of  deluging  the  bed,  and  the  floor  and  ceiling  below,  by 
sudden  bursting  of  the  cushion. 

I  remarked,  further,  that  having  received,  nearly  three  years  ago, 
a  circular  from  Mr.  Hooper,  of  Pall  Mall  East,  concerning  what 
Dr.  James  Arnott  had  called  his  current  apparatus,  I  had  gone  to 
his  house  to  look  at  it,  but  that  I  had  found  it  useless  for  my  pur- 
pose, being  of  ordinary  Mackintosh  material,  however  well  it  might 
do  to  lay  over  inflamed  parts,  in  the  manner  proposed  to  him  by 
Dr.  Arnott ;  that  Mr.  Hooper,  after  many  trials  of  different  mate- 
rials, which  were  all  unsafe  for  use,  had  one  made  of  his  prepared 
India-rubber,  without  any  cloth  whatever,  which  had  alone  answered 
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for  what  I  wanted,  and  that  I  had  tried  it  for  some  time,  and  thea 
applied  to  the  Board  to  have  some  made  for  the  Hospital,  where 
they  had  been  used  constantly  for  some  time,  as  (the  students) 
saw  in  the  boy  whose  case  I  was  speaking  of. 

I  added,  that  these  Water  Cushions  were  not  only  useful,  as  a 
most  valuable  substitute  for  the  water-bed,  where  the  sacrum  and 
hips  were  threatened  with  sloughing,  or  in  which  sloughing  had 
actually  taken  place,  but  that  they  were  often  employed  where  the 
scapulae,  or  spine,  or  heels,  were  in  danger,  when  the  patient  was 
lying  down  or  reclining ;  that  he  might  also  sit  on  it  when  the 
OS  coccygis  and  ischia  required  defence  in  this  posture ;  and  that  in 
injuries,  such  as  fractures  or  diseased  joints,  the  arm  or  the  leg- 
was  often  laid  lengthwise,  with  much  advantage,  on  the  same  Water 
Pillow,  to  save  the  elbow  or  the  heel  from  the  effects  of  pressure, 
the  water  diffusing  it  so  equally  oi>er  a  large  surface ;  and  more- 
over, that,  with  such  a  cushion,  warmtJi  or  cold  could  also  be  used, 
hotJh  of  which  could  he  done  while  the  cushion  lay  under  the  patient, 
beneath  his  sheet  or  blanket,  or  next  to  his  person.  T  explained, 
also,  that  the  cushion  was  only  to  be  partly  filled  with  water, 
Mr.  Hooper  having  constructed  a  very  convenient  stop-cock  at- 
tached to  a  tube,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  it  and  changing  the 
temperature.  I  have  little  to  add  to  what  I  thus  stated  a  few 
months  ago,  except  that  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  continued 
pressure  under  the  body,  I  am  convinced  that  those  constructed 
by  Mr.  Hooper,  ivithout  any  cloth  whatever,  can  alone  he  relied  on 
as  safe  and  durahle. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

C^SAE  Hawkiis^s. 

Grosvenor  Street,  October  22,  1849. 


Wablet  Barracks,  26  Feb. 

I  have  had  Mr.  Hooper's  India  Rubber  water  and  air  Beds  and 
Cushions  in  use  in  the  Hospital  of  the  Honourable  East  India 
Company's  Depot  for  above  two  years,  having  been  brought  to  my 
notice  by  Mr.  Cassar  Hawkins's  paper  on  "  the  usefulness  of  Mr. 
Hooper's  Cushions." 

From  my  experience  of  them  I  can  testify,  with  perfect  truth,  to 
the  character  given  of  them  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  especially  in  gun- 
shot wounds,  and  in  cases  of  diseased  hones. 

Some  waterproof  sheets  of  his  manufacture  became  much  soiled 
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by  being  placed  under  them,  were,  in  a  short  time  after  they  were 
removed,  completely  cleaned  and  made  fit  again  for  use,  by  being 
washed  with  soap  and  water,  and  wiped  dry.  I  do  not  see  that 
with  the  two  years'  wear  they  are  in  the  least  injured  or  worn,  but 
as  serviceable  as  at  first, 

(Signed)         A.  E.  Jacksoijt,  M.D. 

Staff  Surgeon  1st  class,  Surgeon  E.  I.  C.  Dep6t. 

To  the  jEditor  of  the  '^Frovmcial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.''^ 

Sir, — I  take  the  liberty  of  directing  your  attention  to  the  valu- 
able inventions  of  Mr.  Hooper.  That  gentleman,  after  much  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  has  at  length  succeeded  in  rendering  the  Water- 
proof India  E-ubber  free  from  smell,  and  capable  of  containing  fluid 
of  any  temperature,  between  the  freezing  and  boiling  points,  so  that 
the  Cushions  and  Mattresses  manufactured  by  him  are  now  unob- 
jectionable. These  Cushions,  when  partly  filled  with  water  or  air, 
are  in  every  way  suited  to  the  treatment  of  Bed  Sores.  Having 
had  experience  of  their  use,  I  can  recommend  them  with  confidence 
to  the  profession.  It  has  long  been  a  desideratum  to  give  a  more 
portable  form  to  Arnott's  principle ;  and  not  only  has  this  been 
efiected  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Hooper,  but  it  is  probable  that  the 
original  form  of  the  Water  Bed  may  give  way  to  his  Water  Mattress, 
which  simply  requires  to  be  placed  on  an  ordinary  Bedstead, 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  a.  Hake,  M.D. 

Physician  to  the  Suffolk  General  Hospital. 
Bury  St.  Edmund's,  Nov.  1. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Medical  Times:' 

Sir, — I  consider  that  any  invention  for  the  alleviation  of  human 
suff'ering,  ought  to  be  chronicled  in  your  much  read  valuable  pages. 
A  patient  of  mine,  about  twelve  days  ago,  in  a  fit  of  mania,  put 
both  legs  into  the  fire,  and  was  not  found  until  he  had  burnt  them 
badly,  (this  was  in  the  country,  before  he  was  placed  under  my  care.) 
There  are  several  large  sloughs,  slowly  separating  the  tendo  achillis, 
bare  in  one  leg  for  several  inches,  and  you  may  suppose,  intense  pain 
and  suff'ering,  only  relieved  by  large  doses  of  morphia. 

Having  found  one  of  Hooper's  Water  Cushions  the  means  of 
curing  a  large  slough  in  the  nates  of  an  old  lady  of  seventy-three, 
who  was  paralyzed  a  short  time  back,  and  who  has  now  nearly  re- 
covered her  side,  I  thought  I  would  try  the  Cushion  under  the  poor 
maniac's  sloughing  legs,  which  could  not  be  kept  lying  long  in  on© 
position,  without  great  agony,  the  heat  and  hardness  of  the  bed  con- 
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ducing,  no  doubt,  to  this.  I  need  hardly  say  that  I  was  quite  de- 
lighted with  the  result,  my  patient  exclaiming,  "  This  is,  indeed, 
comfortable, — my  legs  are  floating!" 

A  great  advantage  connected  with  Hooper's  Cushions  is,  that  you 
may  pour  the  water  in  at  any  temperature,  so  that  you  do  not  chill 
where  the  vitality  is  low.  Again,  iced  water  can  be  applied  in  affec- 
tions of  the  brain,  or  anywhere  you  may  require  cold.  The  signal 
benefit  my  patient  has  received,  has  induced  me  to  lay  before  you 
my  opinion  for  the  information  of  those  of  the  profession  who  may 
not  have  made  trial  of  Mr.  Hooper's  invention. 

I  am,  &c.  &c., 

Wm.  Thori^,  M.D. 

From  Dr.  Iles. 

Having  in  several  instances  had  occasion  to  recommend  Mr. 
Hooper's  Water  Cushions,  I  think  it  only -due  to  him  to  state  the 
great  comfort  and  relief  experienced  by  the  patients  from  their  use ; 
and  I  consider  they  cannot  be  too  extensively  employed  both  in 
Private  Practice  and  in  all  Public  Institutions. 

Albert  Iles,  M.D., 

Fairford  Lunatic  Asylum. 
Cirencester,  March  31. 


The  following  statement  having  been  made  by  Dr.  Wilson, 
(Senior  I^hysician  at  St.  George's  Hospital,)  and  others,  before 
Lord  John  Eussell  and  Sir  G-eorge  Grey,  Mr.  Hooper  has  no  doubt 
that  the  Grovernors  and  Guardians  of  all  hospitals,  infirmaries, 
asylums,  district  and  parochial  unions,  will  see  the  importance  of 
such  Institutions  being  provided  with  his  cushions  and  mattresses, 
or  improved  Hydrostatic  Beds. 

Extmctfrom  "  The  Institute^''  and  "  Lancet.^'' 

"  On  Priday  week  a  deputation  from  the  Convention  of  the  Poor 
Law  Medical  Ofiicers  had  an  interview  with  Lord  John  Russell,  at 
which  Sir  George  Grey  was  present,  with  reference  to  the  evils  of 
the  present  system  of  medical  relief  to  the  sick  poor. 

"  The  deputation  (which  was  accompanied  by  General  Sir  De  Lacy 
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Evans,  M.P. ;  Jacob  Bell,  Esq.,  M.P. ;  Dr.  Wilson,  Senior  Physician 
of  St.  Greorge's  Hospital ;  Thomas  Hunt,  Esq.,  representative  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  Association ;  James  Stedman,  Esq.,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  National  Institute  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery), 
Dr.  Hodgkin,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee ;  Dr.  Bainbridge, 
Messrs.  W.  Lobb,  J.  Liddle,  E.  White,  W.  Cantrell,  of.Wirks- 
worth,  Derby  ;  Peter  Martin,  Eeigate ;  E.  Boulger,  Bletchingly; 
G.  Eoss,  J.  T.  Mitchell ;  Dr.  Barnett,  and  Charles  F.  J.  Lord,  the 
Honorary  Secretary. 

"  The  memorial  v^as  dilated  upon  by  Mr.  Boulger,  Mr.  Cantrell, 
Mr.  Liddle,  Mr.  Stedman,  J.  Bell,  Esq.,  M.P..  Dr.  Wilson,  and  Sir 
De  Lacy  Evans,  M.P. 

"  Dr.  J.  Arthur  Wilson  said,  he  was  pained  and  surprised  that 
nearly  three  thousand  gentleman  of  education,  the  physicians  of  the 
poor,  for  they  were  called  on  to  conduct  the  most  important  cases, 
both  in  medicine  and  surgery,  should  be  subjected  to  such  treat- 
ment as  described  in  the  memorial.  He  had  observed,  in  a  periodical 
of  last  week,  two  cases  which  struck  him  as  shocking  in  a  country 
like  ours.  At  Bury,  an  inquest  had  been  held  upon  a  poor  man, 
who  had  fractured  his  thigh,  and  who  died  in  consequence  of 
bed-sores,  the  guardians  having  obstinately  refused  to  supply  for 
Ms  use,  as  requested  hy  the  medical  officer,  one  of  Hooper^ s  Water 
Cushions.  At  the  inquest  the  guardians  attempted  to  transfer  the 
blame  to  the  medical  officer,  by  alleging  the  sufferer  died  from  im- 
proper medical  treatment ;  the  jury,  however,  by  their  verdict,  fixed 
the  blame  of  neglect  and  cruelty  on  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who 
ought  to  have  supplied  every  appliance  considered  necessary  by 
competent  medical  authority.  After  mentioning  an  analogous  case 
at  Southampton,  Dr.  Wilson  went  on  to  say,  that  such  examples 
were  unfortunately  too  common.  As  Physician  to  an  Hospital,  he 
knew  the  poor,  and  he  knew  that,  in  sickness  especially,  it  was 
unwise  and  ungenerous  to  afford  them  medical  aid  in  a  way  which 
might  not  be  agreeable  to  their  sympathies,  rendered  keen  under 
pain  and  affliction.  ______ 

"  The  Honourable  Board  of  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  have  recom- 
mended to  Mr.  Hooper  the  course  to  adopt  to  bring  his  Cushions 
and  Mattresses,  or  Beds,  before  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  various  Unions  throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

"  Her  Majesty's  Emigration  Commissioners  have  also  issued  an 
order  for  each  Emigrant  ship  to  be  provided  with  them,  as  well  as 
the  Waterproof  Sheets,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  theMerchant 
Seaman's  Act  recently  passed." 
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Form  of  Ciisliion  for  general  purposes. 

MR.  HOOPER'S  INVALID  WATER  OR  AIR  CUSHIONS, 

to  be  used  at  any  temperature,  free  from  smell,  elastic,  and  as  soft 
as  afloat  upon  water  (over  the  movements  of  which  the  patient 
has  perfect  control),  for  Bed-sores,  whether  threatened  with 
sloughing,  or  in  which  sloughing  has  actually  taken  place,  gun- 
shot wounds,  fractures,  local  relief,  &c. 


Directions  for  ITse. 

[Whether  lying,  sitting,  reclining,  or  obtaining  ease  for  any  part 
of  the  body.] 

The  Cushion  should  be  about  one  thied  filled  with  water  or  air 
before  placed  under  the  Invalid.  If  more  water  be  required  after 
the  cushion  is  under  the  patient,  it  is  only  necessary  to  hold  the  tube 
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PEEPENDicrLAELT,  and  pour  it  in,  as  illustrated  in  the  foregoing 
cut  (the  Cushion  remaining  underneath  the  patient)  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, if  there  be  too  much,  a  portion  may  be  taken  out  by  drop- 
ping the  tube  into  a  vessel  to  receive  it ;  but  in  case  air  is  used  it 
must  be  blown  in.  The  greatest  comfort  is  obtained  when  the  sides 
of  the  Cushion  are  about  ajs"  inch  and-a-half  apaet,  immediately 
underneath  the  pressure;  of  this  the  patient  is  the  best  judge. 
The  temperature  can  also  be  regulated  in  a  similar  way — viz.,  by 
letting  out  some  of  the  water  and  putting  in  hot  or  cold. 


norse-Shoe  Shajped  Cushion. 


Sspecially  adapted  as  a  preventive  to  Sloug'hing'  over 
tlie  Sacrum,  or  -wlieii  Urinals  are  worn  in  bed. 

pThe  Editor  of  the  Lancet  expressed  in  his  journal  the  horrible 
scenes  he  frequently  witnessed  (as  Coroner  for  Middlesex)  from 
sloughing  sores,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  now  suitable  elastic 
Cushions  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Hooper,  the  public  would  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefit  and  comfort  to  be  derived  from  them, 
as  in  nearly  all  cases  bed-sores  may  be  prevented  if  one  of  Hooper's 
CushiDii$<  i$  used. 


Circular  Cusliionfor 
This^form  may  be  had  with  or  without  a  hole  m  &e  centre. 


Form  of  ElastzG  CusJdon,  recommended  hy  Dr.  Locock  in  affection  and  diseases 
of  the  spine,  os  coccygis,  &c. 


24 


Beapokd  Kectory,  Crediton,  Devon,  29  Feb.  1851. 
Sir, — My  wife,  who  has  long  been  confined  to  her  bed  by  Typhus 
Fever,  has  found  so  much  benefit  from  the  Invalid  Bed  which  was 
purchased  of  you  a  short  time  since,  that  she  desires  likewise  to 
have  one  of  your  Cushions  with  a  hole  in  the  centre,  of  such  a 
moderate  size  as  would  fit  an  ordinary  chair,  or  lay  upon  the  seat  of 
a  carriage. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Wood. 

To  Mr.  Hooper,  Operative  Chemist, 
7,  PaU  MaU  East. 

2  Sizes. 


Carriage  C^shionf  to  be  used  with  Hot  Water  or  Air,  when  travelling  or 
otherwise. 


For  keeping  the  body  agreeably  and  uniformly  warm,  and  for 
giving  immediate  relief  in  Rheumatism,  Lumbago,  Pain  in  the 
Loins,  Stomach,  and  Coldness  of  the  Extremities. 
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Cushion  for  general  purposes,  in  case  of  injury,  or  operation,  fracture  of  the 
ribs,  scapula,  shoulder,  d;c. 


This   is   the   form   of  Cushion   supplied  to  the  late 
Queen  Dowager  and  to  the  late  Sir  Eobert  Peel. 


Tlxtr  act  from  tlie  ^^  Lancet, ^^  January  19th,  1856. 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

"  Compound  Comminuted  Fracture  of  the  Right  Leg,  with  bad 
Fracture  of  the  Left  Leg  also ;  Double  Amputation ;  Secondary 
Hsemorrhage  ;  Recovery." 

Mr.  Le  G-ros  Clark,  in  detailing  this  dreadful  case,  states : — 
December  12. — "  Patient  going  on  satisfactorily.     He  has  been 
ordered  the  quinine  mixture  of  the  hospital,  and  a  dose  of  morphia 
at  night.     He  deeiyes  geeat  comeoet  eeom  one  oe  Hoopee's 
Pillows.     His  pulse  and  appearance  are  good." 


HOOPER'S 
INVALID  WATER-BEDS  AND  CUSHIONS, 

Indian  Repoets. 

Mr.  Hooper's  valuable  beds  and  cushions  having  been  exten- 
sively used  in  India,  reports  from  the  three  Presidencies, — i.e.,. 
Calcutta,  Madras,  and  Bombay,  on  the  results,  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  us. 
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From  Calcutta,  the  report  is  from  Mr.  J.  B.  Bedford,  Assistant- 
Sui'geon  to  the  General  Hospital.  He  states  that  tlie  Water- 
Beds  and  Cushions  "  have  been  in  frequent  use,  and  have  been 
found  invaluable  in  cases  where  it  was  desirable  to  avoid  pressure, 
such  as  bed-sores,  &c."  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  Goodeve,  Officiating 
Secretary  to  the  Medical  College,  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Clapperton,  Super- 
intending-Surgeoa,  Mr.  Goodeve  sa3^s  that  both  the  surgeons  and 
physicians  of  the  Medical  College  Hospit?il  have  "reported  most 
favourably  of  the  value  of  the  Beds  a,nd  Cushions  in  bedridden  cases." 

The  Secretar}'-  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Madras,  in  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Chief  Secretary  of  Government,-  states-  that  the  Beds 
and  Mattresses  "  have  been  in  use  for  the  last  four  months.  They 
have  been  highly  appreciated  by  the  patients,  haye  proved  of 
great  utility  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick,  especially  in  protracted 
cases,  and,  as  remarked  by  the  Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  General 
Hospital,  tlieh'  use  has  expedited  recovery  in  many  instances.''^  Ap- 
pended to  the  statement  is  a  tabular  report  of  thirty-six  cases  of 
various  injuries  and  diseases,  in  which  the  patients  derived  the 
greatest  comfort  and  benefit  from  these  inventions. 

The  Superintending-Surgeon  of  Bombay  thus  writes : — "  The 
Cushions  have  been  used  on  several  occasions  in  the  hospital,  with 
much  benefit." 

The  reports  agree  in  strongty  recommending  the  use  of  the 
Beds  and  Cushions  in  various  Hospitals  in  India,  and  in  favour  of 
their  not  being  injured  by  the  (A\m.2iiQ.-— Lancet,  January  5th, 
1856.  . 

We  have  lately  inspected  Mr.  Hooper's  Water  Cushions  and 
Mattresses,  or  Improved  Hydrostatic  Beds,  which  are  intended  to 
supersede  the  use  of  the  original  water-beds  for  the  sick.  Their 
advantages  consist  in  the  facts  that  they  are  composed  of  elastic 
caoutchouc  instead  of  the  inelastic  material  employed  in  the  water- 
beds  ;  that  they  are  more  portable  than  the  latter,  as  they  are  not. 
accompanied  by  any  bed-frame ;  that  in  certain  cases  of  local  injury 
they  exercise  a  more  uniform  and  unvar3dng  pressure  upon  the 
affected  part,  and  that,  being  of  various  sizes  and  shapes,  they  are 
capable  of  local  application  to  diseased  parts  or  organs.  One 
very  ingenious  form  of  these  Cushions,  adapted  to  serious  accidents 
and  injuries  of  the  spine,  is  passed  under  the  back  in  a  collapsed 
condition,  and  is  filled  with  water  by  pouring  the  fluid  into  the 
cushion  through  a  long  flexible  pipe,  on  the  principle  of  hydrostatic 
pressure.  This  caoutchouc  is  adapted  to  various  other  purposes,  as 
for  incontinence  of  urine,  &c. ;  and,  as  it  bears  a  temperature  of  300 
degrees  Fahrenheit,  it  may  be  employed  in  cases  where  dry  warmth  is 
found  to  be  useful.     Mr.  Hooper  has  received  flattering  testimonials 
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as  to  the  utilitj^  of  these  appliances  from  various  influential  quarters, 
and  also  from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  East  India  Company's 
Service ;  and  we  understand  that  large  numbers  of  the  Beds  and 
Cushions  have  been  sent  to  the  invalid  soldiers  at  the  seat  of  war. 
Without  in  any  way  detracting  from  the  merits  of  the  water-bed, 
we  are  bound  to  state  that  Mr.  Hooper's  Cushions  are  available  in 
certain  cases  where  the  water-bed  would  be  inapplicable,  and  while 
carrying  out  the  principle  involved  in  the  latter,  are  adapted  to  a 
much  greater  variety  of  circumstances,  and  are^  decidedly  superior 
in  certain  cases  of  local  disease  or  inju^3^ — Iledical  Times  and 
Gazette. 


Cushion  for  affording  relief  to  the  anile,  heel,   hiee,   or  elbotv,   also  as  chest 
or  feet  warmer  for  giving,  any.  amount  of  heat. 

In  cases  of  approaching  Collapse,  Suspended  Animation,  and 
other  causes  of  apparent  sinking,  boiling  water  put  into  one  of  these 
Cushions,  and  applied  as  hot  as  possible,  will  often  restore  circula- 
tion. 


Cushion  for  amplication,  of  Cold  in  inflammatory  off'eciions  of  the  head  {water 
on  the  brain,  fits,  <kc.) 


Any  temperature  may  be  used,  even  below  that  of  zero,  which 
can  be  regulated  with  ease.  The  head  may  be  also  raised  and 
lowei^ed  at  will,  by  simply  inflating  the  cushion  with  air,  or 
pouring  in  water ;  in  either  case  the  head  may  remain  quiet  on  the 
cushion. 
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Full-length  Invalid  Mattress^  or  Hydrostatic  Bed. 


Invalid  Bed,  or  Mattress  of  intermediate  size. 


Invalid  Bed,  or  Mattress  of  smallest  size. 

The  Hydrostatic  Beds,  or  Mattresses  and  Cushions,  are  Stamped 
with  Mr.  Hooper's  Name  and  Address. 
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Improved  Elastic  Bed-Pan^  or  receptacle. 


Female  Urinal. 


Male  Urinal. 


Hooper's  Urinals,  with'  valve  to  prevent  leakage,  adapted 
for  Invalids,  or  Railway  Travellers;  for  Sitting,  Eeclining,  or 
Walking;  they  are  not  affected  by  boiling  water,  and  therefore 
may  be  easily  kept  clean. 
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HOOPEH'S  SPIEAL  SUPF0ETERS. 

The  figures  1,  2,  B,  :&c.  sliew  ihe  points  ;aii  -whicli  the  measures 
should  be  taken  in  eircumferenoe;  itisalso  desirable  that  theiength 
required  should  be  stated. 


Abdominal  Support er,  side  vieiv. 


Spinal  .Bujij^or.tcr,  or  Stays. 


J 


IP 
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A'hdomincd  Supporier.  Abdominal  Supporter  and  Thigh-piece. 

Mr.  Hooper  begs  to  invite  attention  to  the  above  inriportant 
addition  to  the  appliances  of  surgery.  His  attentibn  has  been 
forcibly  directed  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  ordinary  modes  of  pro- 
ducing firm  but  graduated  comfortable  compression,  in  the  cases 
indicating  its  necessity ;  and  after  much  thought  and  labour,  the 
above  desideratum  has  been  perfectly  attained,  by  combining,  in 
the  formation  of  the  supporters,  four  original  superior  patents — viz., 
Ist.  In  the  manufacture  of  the  material.;  2nd.  In  the  preparing 
of  the  thread ;  3rd.  In  the  weaving  of  webbing ;  and  4t'h.  In  the 
accurate  adjustment  of  the  bandage. 
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These  Bandages  are  of  very  easy  application,  being  readily  drawn 
on  over  the  parts  requii'ing  their  use ;  they  can  be  worn  with  great 
comfort ;  and  they  also  possess  another  essential  advantage  hitherto 
unattainable,  they  can  be  effectually  washed  in  hot  or  cold  water, 
in  the  same  way  as  ordinarj^  garments. 

Moreover,  having  no  seams,  they  are  unique  in  their  giving 
pressure  circular,  continuous,  and  permanent,  v/hereas  all  other  in- 
ventions with  seams  have  thereby  essentially  failed. 

Eeferences  of  their  value  and  utility  can  be  given  to  most  of  the 
eminent  physicians  and  surgeons,  by  whom  the  inventions  have  been 
recommended. 


Stocking  above. the  hnee. 


Kntc  and  TJugh-piece. 


Knee  Cap  and  AnTcle  SocTc. 


Stocking  below  the  knee. 
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WATERPROOF  SHEETING, 

For  protecting-  Bedding*  from  Sloug-hing*  Sores,  Incon- 
tinence of  Urine,  Kaemorrliag'e,  dec. 

Mr.  SOOPJER  has  succeeded  in  manufacturing  Waterproof 
Sheeting  at  a  great  reduction  in  price.  It  is  soft  and  inodorous, 
and  not  acted  on  hy  Urine,  Heat  or  Cold,  Acids  or  Alkalis,  and 
may  he  Washed  as  Family  Linen. 


HOOPER'S 

NEWLY    INVENTED 

HYDROSTATIC    ENEMA. 

This  beautifully  simple  and  inexpensive  Instrument  will  be  found 
jnost  effective  and. portable. 
It  may  also  be  used  as  a  Douche. 


HOT    WATER    BOTTLES, 

Of  Thin  Elastic  Material,  for  applying  Dry  Fomentation. 

KECOMMENDED    BY 

DK.  FEKGUSON,  ME.  WHITEHOUSE,  AND  OTHEES. 


Orders  by  Telegraph,  or  otherwise,  immediately  attended  to. 


ME.     WILLIAM     HOOPEE, 

OPERATIVE  CHEBZIST, 

7,  PALL  MALL  EAST,  AND  55,  GEOSYENOR  STREET,  LONDON. 


Londoa  :  Savill  and  Edwards,  Printers,  Chandos  Street,  Covent  Garden. 
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